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them to minister to her political ambition. The
Free Trade policy of the British Empire has given
the Germans opportunity for pursuing their policy
of peaceful penetration, and thus laying the eco-
nomic foundations for Teutonic dominance. No
serious effort has been made in the United Kingdom
or in the Overseas Dominions to guard against this
economic invasion, and we have been content to
allow the Germans to determine the directions in
which our activities should be expended. Our
habit of regarding the economic sphere as quite
distinct from the political has prevented us from
recognising the political aims which have been kept
in the background.

We can think of economic matters by themselves,
but we cannot separate the economic and political
into two spheres: we should try to remember how
close and intimate are the relations in actual life.
Economic means can be directed to secure political
ends, and It is by economic means that political am-
bitions can be most effectively foiled. Lord Robert
Cecil has insisted that the present war is maintained
in Southern Europe and the East, "by Kaiserism,
"by the military caste, backed by the classes who
"get rich on war, the vultures of commerce andin-
" dustry. The military7 caste we must convince by
"arms, but the industrial and commercial vultures
"we must attack in their pockets. We must show
"them that war is not a paying business. Blockade
" by itself will not do that. We must go farther and